Dear MAFL Fund Contributors & Interested Bystanders,
For once it’s nice to be sitting here typing this with genuine hopes that we’ll finish the coming weekend with a share price over $1. Sure it’ll take Port springing the upset on the Bulldogs and the slight-underdog Saints prevailing over Geelong, but, while this might be unlikely, it’s not exactly a viewpoint that’s liable to have you committed (in contrast, say, with entertaining the notion prior to last weekend that the Blues could beat Melbourne).
This week – as it does around this time every year – the talk has started about teams ‘throwing’ matches in order to finish lower down the ladder and so procure more favourable draft picks. Frankly, I don’t buy it. I reckon every player in the Dons’ rotation will be flat out on Friday night trying to grab the 4 points and drag the team clear of the wooden spoon, just as I expect that Port will be full on and desperate against the Bulldogs  Let’s hope I’m right.
Here’s the detail:
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MAFL Fund Wagers

After last weekend’s drama, it’s a relatively calm weekend ahead, with only two bets and less than 7% of notional initial funds at risk.
The bigger bet is the one on Port at $3.10 against the Bulldogs at Marrara. Previously we’ve had only 2 bets on Port, both losers, knocking 5.6c off the share price. The smaller bet is on the Saints at $1.95 up against Geelong at Docklands. Our season-long wagering record with the Saints is 1 and 2 for a net share price decline of 2.4c.
So, what can happen to the share price this weekend:
· If both Port Adelaide and St Kilda win, it leaps 10.9c
· If Port Adelaide win and St Kilda lose, it rises by 4.9c

· If Port Adelaide lose and St Kilda win, it falls by 0.9c

· If both Port Adelaide and St Kilda lose, it drops 6.9c

The Model’s Tips
The Model’s opted for a few underdogs this weekend – three of them, in fact, in the shape of the Lions, Saints and the Hawks.

The selection of the Hawks up against the Blues was, it seems, one of the hardest choices the Model’s ever had to make. During the course of each week, starting with the posting of the first bookmaker’s market at noon on Monday, I periodically check to see what the Model is fancying as bets and as tips. This week the Model changed its mind 5 times on the outcome of the Blues/Hawks game. (It also changed its mind on the Melbourne/Sydney game, opting to select the Swans and continue its snubbing of Melbourne only at the very last opportunity, and it came close to swapping from the Lions to the Tigers).

Still, I guess it’s reasonable to vacilate a little when you’re pondering 3rd vs 4th, 10th vs 11th and 14th vs 15th.

The only Model tips with any conviction are Collingwood, West Coast and Adelaide, each of whom are expected to win by more than 4 straight goals.
Line Betting
Here are the weekend’s Sportsbet lines and the Model’s Line Betting:
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The Model’s done poorly on margin tipping over the last 3 rounds, managing only 7 correct from 24 matches. This weekend looks to be another difficult round.
GOTR

Hard to go past the Melbourne/Sydney matchup for Game of the Round, though I think the Geelong/Saints clash will be worth watching too.
Cheers for now,

Tony
